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A Jour 

I had an opportunity to visit 
several of our mission stations in 
the Belgian Congo, Ruanda and 
Urundi. 

We set out from Ngweshe early, 
taking the shortest road, which 
was said to be very hazardous. 
However, it proved to be quite 
safe, and the scenery with its 
wooded mountains, valleys over- 
grown with arborescent ferns 
where birds and waterfalls sing 
their own songs, was magnificent. 
By evening we reached Kalima 
where we observed some very in- 
teresting activities. First of all we 
visited the Mothers’ City, a place 
set aside for expectant mothers. 
Each woman assumes housekeep- 
ing responsibilities in her own cot- 
tage under the care of a Sister. 
There was also a home for waifs 


Modern developments are aan. being put 
into practice at the model maternity clinic. 


and strays, and a model maternity 
clinic, which adheres to the strict- 
est hygiene requirements. One 
outstanding example of this fact 
is that each mother’s mouth is cov- 
ered with muslin like an-operating 
surgeon when she comes to take 
her babe out of its dainty cradle. 

We then went to see the primary 
school and the Domestic Science 
College, which is conducted by 
Mother Rose de Viterbe, who is 
assisted in several classes by Afri- 
can sisters from Katana. 

We spent Palm Sunday in Ka- 
lima, then departed in the evening 
and travelled by night to save time. 
Towards morning our car was 
bogged, then we ran out of gas on- 
ly 15 miles from our destination. 
So we decided to return to Ngwe- 
she and were glad to be among pu- 
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Young girls are taught the practical arts in Domestic Science classes. 


pils of the Training College. Some 
of these students were aspirants 
to religious life, but all of them 
were deeply enfolded in silence be- 
cause of Holy Week. The festive 
Easter days spent there were cer- 
tainly the finest of my whole life. 
We attended the Holy Saturday 
night service during which two 
boarding school pupils were bap- 
tized. On Easter morning mass 
was celebrated in the open, for the 
church has been thrown to the 
ground by the last earthquakes. 
The congregation numbered about 
5,000, and all behaved very de- 
voutly. Many received Holy Com- 
munion; in fact, the communicants 
were so numerous that the priests 
ran out of consecrated Hosts even 
after many of them were halved. A 
priest went over to our own chapel 
for the Ciborium containing our 
Holy Reserve; meanwhile, not the 
slightest sign of annoyance was 
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shown. The congregation was so 
orderly that only a few African 
nuns were needed to control the 
crowd. 

The chant and hymns were sung 
by the dearest, small, black cowled 
monks and a whole army of the 
most dignified altar boys. Their 
contribution added to the unique 
grandeur of the ceremony. 

On Easter Tuesday we set out 
for Usumbura, as Mother Rose- 
lynde wanted us to see as much as 
we possibly could of those beauti- 
ful missions. First of all we visited 
Usumbura’s two posts in the eve- 
ning, then left the following morn- 
ing and arrived in Nyanza at mid- 
day. The few hours we spent there 
were a real treat, for by a stroke 
of good luck we were invited by 
the king to attend a farewell party 
he was giving for one of his Euro- 
pean councilors. There were dances 
and a band of “Royal Drums”. It 
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was unique! Then the girls of the 
boarding school delighted us by 
acting the Performance of the Sun, 
during the course of which we no- 
ticed that their French elocution 
was a credit to their teachers. 


That evening we drove towards 
“Save.” The following morning we 
visited the two missions there, both 
of which were teeming with prom- 
ises of a great future. Then we 
went to see the White Fathers’ 
art school, which aims primarily at 
providing the missions with statues 
of Our Blessed Lady, according to 
the wishes or tastes of the clients. 
Every crossroad has its lovely rus- 
tic chapel where the homages of all 
passers-by are welcome. 


In the afternoon we reached As- 
trida where we were greeted most 
kindly in both the boarding school 
and mission. We looked into their 
new buildings as well as their un- 
finished ones. On the following 
day, after a very early Mass, we 


sped away “enroute” for Katara, 
the ideal spot here below for a 
Missionary Sister, with its throngs 
of catechumens (2,000 children), 
patients, cripples brought from far 
away on stretchers, in-patients in 
their own private cabins. There is 
also a small boarding school at 
Katara. We came as a surprise 
upon the community as they were 
leaving church. Then we continued 
on our journey as the miles flashed 
past until we arrived at “Bukeye”, 
which means “Fair hues of dawn”, 
a fitting name both because of the 
beauty of this locale and because 
of the African Congregation of 
“the Daughters of Saint Teresa,” 
on which great hopes are safely 
laid. But how sad it was to be 
obliged to depart so soon, in time 
to have the car overhauled in U- 
sumbura and from there to leave 
at dawn for Albertville. 


MotTHER GERMAINE-MARIE. 


A dance performance for the King brings out the best in skilled entertainment. 
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More About the Dagarti 


In previous Numbers of “Arri- 
ca”, the story was told of the mar- 
velous way God had manifested 
His power to the Dagarti Tribe, 
how they accepted and embraced 
our Holy Religion and of the won- 
derful proofs they gave of their 
love and Faith. 

We are happy to hear from 
many of our readers how much 
these articles interested them, and 
to know of their desire to learn 
more about the Dagarti. It is a 
pleasure for us to comply with 
their requests to tell more of this 
favored tribe in this and future 
issues. 

i i. 

Yes, God loves the Dagarti and 

the Dagarti have proven their love 


for God. 


But What Role do the 
White Sisters Play? 


The answer is found in the Gos- 
pel: “... to bear witness to the 
Truth even to the ends of the 
earth.” That is what they are: wit- 
nesses, but they are active wit- 
nesses. Their first task, even be- 
fore teaching the CREDO to 
throngs in Church, before teaching 
catechism to the catechumens, is 
that of caring for the sick, of alle- 
viating the misery of the poor peo- 
ple. There is great suffering and 
misery among the Dagarti; so that 
they have grown used to hunger, 
want, sickness and premature 
death. 

The White Sisters who live on 
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“the hill” are the Dagarti’s Sisters 
... they are there for them. To the 
hill are brought the pain, the suf- 
fering, the misery, the helplessness 
of the people. For example, take 
the story of Mwopwo. 

Mwopwo is a victim of leprosy 
whose fingers and toes have drop- 
ped off, one after another. His rav- 
aged face is horrible to see. He 
was allowed to remain in the hut 
for a long time, but finally the lep- 
rous stench could not be endured, 
and he was sent away from his 
home and from his village. He was 
driven out into the bush, where 
wild beasts would soon end his life. 

But he did not remain in the 
bush, for the White Sisters came 
to him. 

“Sister, the people of my village 
sent me away. What will you do 
for me?” 

“We will take you to the mis- 
sion. You will have a little hut of 
your own, with a mat and a blan- 
ket. You will be given food and 
everything you need, Mwopwo. 
There will be someone to take care 
of you, close your eyes when you 
die, and if you can understand it, 
there are also hearts to love you.” 

At the mission Mwopwo joined 
many others in the same condition 
and found peace and security. Will 
he become a Christian? If he de- 


sires it. He was accepted without 
condition. 

Many lepers come every day to 
show their horrible sores and re- 
Every day an 


ceive treatment. 
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endless parade of all the tropical 
diseases marches through the little 
red brick dispensary, where the 
Sister Infirmarian spends all her 
mornings and evenings. 


Another Scene 
Frequently Re-Enacted 


It was about midnight, when the 
iron knocker at the convent door 
broke the silence. An anxious voice 
called: “Sister, Sister, WA FOFO 
(come quickly), a snake bit me.” 

Being used to these night calls, 
the Sisters hurried, and, as they 
opened the door, in the dim light 
of the lantern, saw a man leaning 
against the wall. Trembling with 
fear and fatigue, he lifted an al- 
ready swollen ankle. The moment 
he had felt the snake’s fang, he 
headed for the mission, a ten mile 
walk from his village. 


“Will I die, Sister? The snakes 
are very dangerous around here. 
Last week a woman died of a 
snake-bite.” 

“No, you won’t die. We will 
give you an injection and you will 
stay here for the night. Tomorrow 
we will give you medicine and the 
following day you will be able to 
return to your village completely 
cured.” 

On entering the convent after 
leaving their patient comfortable 
and peaceful, the Sisters could 
say: “Now there is one more who 
has been saved from death be- 
cause we came.” 

To her mother who still grieves 
at the separation from her, the 
White Sister can say: “Because 
of our sacrifice, there are many 
who will escape a _ premature 
death.” She can say it with even 


No longer an outcast, this leper’s face 
will now shine with happiness. 


more conviction than ordinarily 
during the yearly epidemic of men- 
ingitis in the Dagarti villages. Be- 
cause these Africans have very 
little resistance to disease, this ter- 
rible scourge makes many victims 
and the people fear it more than 
leprosy or sleeping sickness, be- 
cause it kills very quickly. 


So, during the first three months 
of the year, sad little groups come 
to the mission: relatives bringing 
on a rough litter men or women 
in coma, mothers bringing their 
babies. All day the frightened peo- 
ple come and often at night the 
Sisters are awakened by the 
knocker or by the urgent clapping 
of hands. Perhaps it is a pagan 
woman holding a tiny baby burn- 
ing with fever, neck already stiff- 
ening. “Sister”, she sighs, “he is 
the only one I have left. My five 
others died... If this one dies, I 
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won't be able to go back home. 
What will my husband say? Please 
cure him...” 


In their distress they appeal to 
the Sisters, who to them are a 
mystery of tremendous knowledge 
and power: “Save him! You can 
do it, for the Whites know many 
things; they know how to cure..” 
Their blind confidence makes us 
feel even more keenly our weak- 
ness and impotence. To cure men- 
ingitis we have, it is true, anti--bio- 
tics, but the provision is much too 
small to help everyone. When the 
disease is just starting, if we could 
give enough medicine we could 
save the greater number of pa- 
tients. But soon the supply gets 
lower and lower, yet the sick still 
come in large numbers. 


Then, all we can do is let them 
die .. They will die on our porch, 
or in the dispensary, because we 
cannot give them the drugs that 
would save them. Oh, there are 
plenty of these modern drugs in 
the pharmacies of Europe and 
America, but they cost money. 
Money! It is a dreadful word... 
one must have it to live. It buys 
pleasure, satisfaction and it could 
buy lives if it were not often spent 
for trifles. Oh, if we only had the 
money; if the people back home 
could see our needs! 


Lead Me to Him 


One Sunday, while we were say- 
ing our night prayers, we heard 
running steps on the porch. Then 
a voice called, “Sister come quick- 
ly.” I found Andrew, one of the 
bigger boys of the school, carrying 
a boy in his arms. “Look, Sister, 
what’s the matter with Louis?” 

I held the lantern closer. Louis 
was a boy of ten years and only 
the day before I had watched him 
play with his companions, full of 
life. His eyes turned back in his 
head and his twisted mouth gave 
evidence that he was suffering 
from the terrible disease that had 
already attacked so many others. 

“Since when has he been like 
this?” 

“We were playing ball together 
this afternoon, but when he did 
not come to supper, I went to look 
for him and found him like this on 
the floor of our hut.” 

“Andrew, get all the boys of the 
school together and go to Church 
to say a decade of the Rosary for 
Louis.” 

“We'll say a whole Rosary”, was 
Andrew’s answer as he ran off into 
the night, while I tried to save the 
sick boy, if it could be done. 

“Louis, Louis, drink this.” The 


*boy lay quiet except for his rapid 


breathing, and I could see his 
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The graceful elegance of the young Rwanda 
girls is shown not only in the style of her hair but 
also in the artistic comb she uses. 
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sunken eyes and his clenched teeth. 
I raised his head, and tried to force 
his teeth apart; so that, he might 
swallow the dose of medicine, but 
then I could hear the death-rattle 
in his throat. He could no longer 
swallow. 

So Louis would die. After a pe- 
riod of lethargy came that of ex- 
treme suffering, and he beat the 
earth in his agony. Finally, there 
was a moment of lucidity, and he 
recognized me. 

“Sister, Sister,” he said, “tell 
me, what have I got in my hands?” 

“Do your hands hurt, Louis?” I 
asked. 

“No, but what do I have.. for 
when I get there?” 

I understood. He knew that he 
would soon get to that place where 
we all must go one day, and he re- 
membered what I had often told 
them in class: “Children, you must 
work hard; so that, you will have 
something in your hands to show 
God when you stand before Him. 
You will take with you only the 
things you have done for Him.” 

“Tell me, Sister,” he repeated, 
“what have I got in my hands?” 

I could tell him some of the 
things he had in his hands, for I 
knew him well: his school work, 
his good conduct, his willingness to 
run errands, and also this: 

“Louis, you went to Commu- 
nion this morning, didn’t you? 
Well, then, since you went to Com- 
munion, you'll have Jesus in your 
hands when you arrive up there, 
and when we have Jesus, we have 
everything. Don’t be afraid, be- 
He pays everything we 


owe. 
“Sister, help me, lead me to 
, ', P , 


Him... 


I tried to lead him safely to the 
door through which he had to pass. 
“You know, Louis, God is waiting 
for you behind that door, He will 
take you in His arms. Tomorrow, 
you will see Heaven, and the 
Light...” 

And the boy, smiling, died. Oh, 
that smile of a dying child, of a 
Christian who sees his Father’s 
arms opening to embrace him: to 
see that smile is reward enough for 
for a lifetime of work and hard- 
ship. 

To that question, “Don’t you 
think that when you make them 
Christians, you make them unhap- 
py?” I can only reply: “See the 
smile of Louis as he died.” 
Teaching Them How to Weep 

Before the still body of Louis, I 
wondered a moment: how should 
he be dressed for burial? Our 
schoolboys’ uniform is simply a 
length of cloth twisted about the 
body. After many months of 
scrimping we had managed to buy 
uniforms for the boarders of the 
boys’ school to wear on Sundays 
and feast days, but next year we 
must buy more uniforms, and 
Louis’s should be given to one of 
the many new boys.. 


Young girls desirous of 
devoting their lives to the 
salvation of African souls 
as White Sisters, should 
apply for information to: 
MOTHER SUPERIOR 
WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Mary GLENN R-D-2 
FRANKLIN, PA. 
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Still, in spite of all this reason- 
ing, I found myself going to get the 
blue shorts and white shirt, and 
dressing the lifeless boy in the be- 
loved uniform for the last time. 

The Dagarti usually keep their 
dead for several days in front of 
their homes, in a sitting position, 
while crowds of mourners dance 
and wail around the corpse. One 
of the boys cycled over to tell the 
dead boy’s parents, and they came 
through the night as fast as they 
could walk. It was barely eight 
o’clock in the morning when I 
heard the cries of the bereaved 
mother as she came along the road. 
What would her reaction be when 
she saw her son? I had so often 
seen a mother throw herself upon 
the corpse of her child, screaming 
and wailing hysterically ! 


GODS GRACH 


Jakobo, a very fervent catechist 
rushed to the convent and called: 
“Come quickly, Sister, there is a 
man in the hospital very ill. He 
has been instructed and is asking 
for baptism.” Two Sisters went as 
quickly as they could to the hospi- 
tal. The moment they entered 
they heard a weak voice calling: 
“Come quickly and baptize me be- 
fore I die.” 

It was obvious that the patient 
was very ill, so without delay, he 
was baptized and received the 
name of John. 

The next morning, Sister made 
inquiries and was surprised to 
hear that he was much better. Day 
by day John got stronger and 
stronger., He was so happy and 
looked forward every day to the 
time when the Sisters or the cate- 
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I had placed the boy in a sitting 
position, with his back to the wall 
of the convent porch. As I watch- 
ed, the mother came into view— 
and the wailing stopped! The 
mother walked forward wonder- 
ingly, looked at the child, so hand- 
some in his splendid clothes and 
then, turning to me, she said: “You 
dressed him?” 

I answered, “Yes, I did; he is 
your child, but he is mine, too.” 

There was a moment of silence; 
then the poor woman put her head 
on my shoulder, her hand in mine, 
and she who had screamed and 
wailed now cried quietly, as a 
Christian mourns. For Christiani- 
ty also teaches us how to weep. 


Sr. M. EvizaBetTu oF THE TRINITY, 


W. S. 


WORKS WONDERS 


chist would come and talk to him 
of God. 


Then the day came when he was 
allowed to leave the hospital. His 
first visit was to the Sisters to ask 
for a catechism. He meant to learn 
all he could about God, who had 
been so good to cure him. Off he 
went to his home far away in the 
bush, full of happiness and fervor. 


Three years passed by. Then 
one day Sister was surprised to 
find John beaming with joy at the 
convent door. “Sister, he said, “I 
thought you would like to know 
that I am now a catechist. My 
wife and all my family will soon 
be baptized.” 


Is it not wonderful how the 
grace of God works? How much 
good one fervent soul can do! 
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She is binding herself today to work for the African Missions 
where souls will be forever grateful to YOU who have sent her there. 

Plans are in the air, preparations being made, and soon Africa 
will receive Five new Missionaries from a generous U. S. A. 

Can you not help this Missionary and her 4 companions to board 
the ship to Africa? See Page 31 for more information. 
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Many of our friends wonder 
what goes on behind the walls of 
the White Sisters’ Convent at 319 
Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N. J. 
In previous numbers of our maga- 
zine we have talked about our no- 
vitiate in Belleville, Ill., and our 
postulate at Mary Glenn, Frank- 
lin, Pa. It is easy for people to 
understand that in these 2 houses 
future White Sisters receive their 
training .... but at 319! What do 
the Sisters do? How can they be 
Missionaries? 

Let us take a peep behind the 
scenes and see what this little 
group of Sisters do and in what 


A PEEP BEHIND 
THE SCENES 


Missionary activities 
at 319! 


way they cooperate in the great 
work of bringing Christ to Africa 
and Africa to Christ. 

Each Sister has happy memo- 
ries of the time she spent in the 
mission field—the community’s 
sum total is just 100 years!—The 
sacrifice was great when she had 
to leave her dearly-loved Africa, 
but she knew that it was precisely 
by her loving submission to the 
will of God that more and more 
souls would be brought to Christ. 

Every army must have some- 
one behind the lines to supply the 
ammunition and Christ’s army of 
Missionaries is no exception. 
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As soon as the maga- 
zine is printed, the 
great work of distribu- 
tion begins—addressing, 
sorting, bundling and 
mailing. 


It is at “319” that 
AFRICA comes to life. 
Sr. Editor lives con- 
stantly in the mission 
atmosphere as she com- 
piles the material for 
the magazine. New ho- 
rizons are opened up to 
the minds of the readers 
while transporting them 
to the so-called dark- 
continent.” 
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Mimeographing letter- 
heads that give the Afri- 
can touch means 2 ex- 
perts, an artist and a 
mimeographer. This is 
to show not only our 
appreciation—which is 
boundless—but also that 
of our dear Africans who 
remain forever grateful 
for all you do to help 
them. 


The _ subscription de- 
partment has always to 
be on the _ alert—our 
readers like to be in- 
formed when their sub- 
scriptions are due! They 
know that prompt pay- 
ment HELPS the mis- 
sions. 
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All gifts—donations, subscriptions, parcels—are cordially acknowledged. Dear 
Benefactors, if you don’t hear from us, let us know, letters sometimes go astray. 
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The work of making | 
takes the Sisters anyw! 
California, from New C 
By train or by car, 
when the aim is 


RECRUITING 


The above replica of an Africa 
formation of the work of the V 
in their active territories. This 
mote many vocations....but.. 
requires much effort “behind th 
part of the contribution from th 
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king the missions known, 
anywhere from Boston to 
Vew Orleans to Wisconsin. 
ir, np distance is too great 


wolror CHRIST! 


) African Mission gives complete in- 
of the White Fathers—White Sisters 
s. This exhibition has served to pro- 
.. but...like all effective works, it 
hind the scenes,” which is another 
from the Sisters at Metuchen. 
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Our artist is kept busy on many projects: Here “Sister Mary” dis- 
cusses the illustration for a number of the monthly mission letter, 
SAFARI, which is sent free of charée to all schools desiring infor- 
mation on Africa, its peoples and customs. 


Our films, too, are in great demand; schools, sodalities, groups of 
young and old. all show an interest and desire to know more about 
Africa. Even the cleaning and packing of films can be a means of 
saving souls. 


ee nein emg My Py Cee bc os ea eer ies 
I oe ee es a ea oe 
$ ;. 3 SURES 
| — 
‘ ¥ 7 Mie 2 Re 
ft a ue ae 
2 7 re Re es 
ce + aes A Rar eee 
3 ae i Bech ee : a eo 4, oe i I - 
: ae ree ee = ete ae eee * ee a 
= s - Pi eae +35 pan." 3 a3 Bs Pe 
Be eee ee oe 
p i hehe lay ee | 
i pee oe 
é ; = 5 a ne : ow 
= : he _ Wiiten 
é =n». * 
ee exe, ’ 
: . ra ae ~ ; 
; : ‘ & 
ae : a> 
x , 
y — . 
i ” : ‘yy 
cr 
| 
| ee | 
? | 
f 
3 j 
, | ee 
i Bie ait ee aS . ” 
1 ‘ fe eee : a - 
e Bi a ; Y P ‘ \ 
—_ ’ de a eee : es v 
ay q > ee - 
7) : ee = tee 
: h/t a : . 
wy f a a a 
: oa Vs * Bc. 4% , = : 
Se ' ae 
‘ Bg) a 
: . Praee a : Sars ? 
i 4 a , 7 Pi ae ‘ 
a ee 3 a y iS V 
ae ae A o at “* h ae ei 
‘ ae : par 
By s Fs Sia +3 aoe “5 ae te 
: Rae ee mee * on ae 
‘ ei” oee oe 
ta i wee - 
= Sea % be he. 
\ * : ba he ee ? ' 
= fe 7 a hy . . 
a “i “+ : par} ne Wee ¢ “ss 
* =~ ~ aia et as ee . (y 
5 J a gin. a] a as 3 2 . : 
, aes? = <— 
5 : = 2. a a : | med 
3 ’ —— ~ . ain de me o 3 i r 
a by a eS | we ae 
a > eae Regs: 3 ae 
a een my a. 2h ee Oe. De 
er S endane . pe eR OM Bhat ema | ag elke ie eae ie 


wb 


For I was hungry and you fed Me- For I was naked and you clothed Me. 
What a joy it is to pack food and clothing and many other things for 
the poor and needy of Africa. 


Sorting stamps seems 
so unimportant — but 
nothing is too small 
when done for God. 
People would send us 
more cancelled stamps 
if they only knew their 
mission-worth. Foreign, 
commemorative and 
high values bring a good 
price. 
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Sisters come and Sisters go .... booking passages to Africa can be complicated— 
and expensive. 
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... but the Superior is counting on St. Joseph to find ways and means of getting 
five Young American Sisters to North Africa on Aug. 27th. 


ue ry ae ea ee omer RS ae Park ihe ee 
x E ‘ a : 3 
i e ris “ b 
LL { —_— 4 
/ | % | 
ey a L _ ] 
S $ F 
et eee i 
Bee = : ‘ 
ees i 
an Cale a - , 
— ie me 
x \w : , 3 | 
r _ : F ; 1 | 
PS 4 \ 
. m4 ; \ a \ 
Ls f, - si : pe 4 | 
~ + “A. 7 | weg : 
& ey — : a 
| 7 ak Ss 
| 6! laa 
H 
oe cA aa . . 
. ; % . | 
ik. ,¥ 
. ee “9 
: ae ¢ 
Y. Bee : j &. 
4 Bf 4 va f-_ . 
4 Ls ae a 
q oe... N 
iene is ez i 
—s —_— ~~ 
_ a pares . os Gn 
| — =. = 
wre 3 | = 
~ —_ 
33 ae . eee ae wait Si aaa i Ges 
a oe ot ae spire er prt a ited 4 
ie i. 2h ee eee ee ee 
: 2: Jo : eae lee ies te igh eon ig ON ot Gm Ni CeN a ‘scae Pa a 


The Catholicity of the 
Congregation serves to 
enrich the lives of the 
Sisters, while efforts 
springing from distinct 
origins are combined 
to win souls for Christ. 
In the U.S. alone 8 na- 
tionalities are interwo- 
ven into the Sisters’ 
three communities 
Here an American Sis- 
ter tutors a companion 
in the study of the Eng- 
lish language—most es- 
sential for mission work 
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in English-speaking ter- 
ritories. 
ta — “to 
... And while they live and i 
work together in this “interna- 
tional spirit”, their hearts are 
laid on the Altar of Sacrifice in ‘ J 


union with the Savior of all 
men. 
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A sect exists in Ruanda which 
dates back to a time before the ar- 
rival of the Missionary. It is called 
the KUBANDISHWA. One is re- 
quired to pass through a number 
of stages before being allowed full 
membership, each of which is pre- 
ceded by an infamous ceremony. 
The surrender to Satan is com- 
plete and constitutes a grave trans- 
gression against the moral law. 
The persons belonging to this sect 
become fanatic adherents to its 
creed, and extremely difficult to 
convert. 


One morning, a Munyorunda 
woman came to the hospital with 
her eight year old son, both re- 
quired treatment. The boy, grave- 
ly ill, pleaded to be baptized. A 
few days later he died. Soon the 
mother became in imminent dan- 
ger of death .When the Sister tried 
to console and instruct her, she re- 
pulsed her with: “It is useless to 
convert me. I want none of your 
God or your heaven; I only want 
Satan.” Her children, who came to 
see their mother, cautioned Sister 
not to be too insistent, because 
they said, “She is a Kubandish- 
wa.” 

The next night, Sister was called 
when the patient took a turn for 
the worse. As soon as the woman 
saw her approaching the bedside, 
she cried out: “I want Satan, not 
your God.” A violent fit of temper 
and turbulent flow of obscene lan- 
guage followed. 
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Another of 


Mary's Victories 


The next day a new crisis came. 
Her heart was notably weakened 
and death seemed possible at any 
moment. Taking advantage of a 
favorable moment, Sister made a 
final attempt. 


“We all have in Heaven a MU- 
BEYI (loving mother) who is Bi- 
kira Maria, the Holy Virgin.” The 
woman remaining calm, Sister con- 
tinued to tell her about our Blessed 
Mother. Contrary to all expecta- 
tions, the woman listened atten- 
tively and, when Sister had finish- 
ed, murmured, “MUBYEYI, pray 


for me”. 


In the evening she called for Sis- 
ter to come quickly and baptize 
her. “Make me a child of your 
IAMANA (God),” she begged. 
She had prayed to the Blessed 
Virgin in all the sincerity of a 
child in need, and there is no 
doubt that it was our Heavenly 
Queen who brought about this sud- 
den change of heart. 

The days that followed her bap- 
tism were calm and radiant with 
joy. She found Sister’s visits too 
few and insisted on being more 
thoroughly instructed. “Tell me 
everything about God,” she would 
plead. Her terrible sufferings and 
death, that hovered over her, were 
all accepted with loving resigna- 
tion. Then she greatly edified us all 
by her saintly death, she, whom 
Satan had held so firmly in his 
grasp! 

Sr. ANGELA oF Merci, W.S. 
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_ LOSS AND GAII 


Early on a certain morning in 
the Wampimbwe country, which is 
bordered on one side by lofty hills 
and on the other by the fair, yet 
treacherous Lake Tanganyika, 
three men were walking together 
in silence. Suddenly another man 
appeared from around a cluster of 
bamboos, and the four greeted one 
another and began to talk busi- 
ness. 

“Chief Mugabo”, said Fulani, 
addressing the newcomer, a shep- 
herd from the hills, as was evident 
from both his name and garb, “all 
of us are on our way to King Soko- 
lo’s compound on urgent affairs. 
Let’s all go together.” 

“No, no,” grunted Mugabo, “I 
am weary of sitting for hours lis- 
tening to Sokolo’s complaints. 
Don’t you see that he is almost 
wild with envy, crazy with the 
dream of enlarging his kingdom at 
all costs. Nonsense, I call it.” 

“We all know that as well as 
you,” asserted an older man called 
Mikalitu (which means ferocious), 
but after all we, as ministers, are 
not involved in real difficulties as 
long as we approve of his whims 
and fancies. Isn’t that so, Chief 
Kitembo?” 

“It is as you say,” replied the 
evil-looking Kitembo (whose name 
means tiny elephant). “By all 
means we must let Sokolo increase 
his kingdom, and then we can have 
our share of the spoil.” 


IN SEARCH OF 
A GREATER 
KINGDOM 


“T am not against getting rich”, 
said Mugabo, firmly pitching his 
spear into the ground, “but I want 
to feel safe and to know that my 
cattle are my own and not a pres- 
ent from that robber, Sokolo. Do 
the three of you rely on him at 
all?” 

“Up to a certain point,” answer- 
ed Fulani, and only when I can 
make sure that he will be gener- 
ous. If not, I have to coax him to 
give me my due.” 

“Well, do as you wish”, said 
Mugabo, “but I have another rea- 
son for not attending the council. I 
fear the wizard, Zuloga. He may 
cast a spell upon my home if I 
speak too frankly when I see 
through his game. No, friends, I 
have spoken my words. I am gone. 
Go ye also in peace!” 

The three friends continued on 
their journey in silence, disregard- 
ing the words of Chief Mugabo. In 
a short time they reached the court 
es entered Sokolo’s private cham- 

er. 

The king, who was squatting by 
an open fireplace, arose and invited 
his ministers to draw near. His 
countenance was stern, his manner 
severe, and his speech affected. He 
laid his huge smoking gourd on the 
joined palms of an assistant whom 
he directed out of the room. 

Then, turning to his counsellors, 
he said, “‘As it is yet early, we shall 
discuss my affairs immediately, 
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Pagan customs have instilled into the Africans a tremendous fear of Witch-doctors. 


and only when that is done shall 
we drink and smoke. The three 
men sat upon rush mats which had 
been prepared for them and Soko- 
lo continued. “I am growing daily 
more distressed because my posi- 
tion, rank and influence are below 
the condition of the kings in sur- 
rounding realms, and I am not sat- 
isfied with the narrow boundaries 
or my dominion. I am determined 
to increase my possessions and 
stretch my part of this world far- 
ther than other kings can imagine. 
But first we must go and take in- 
structions from old Muloga, the 
wizard.” 

The weird, devilish “wise man” 
was glad that Sokolo and his fol- 
lowers were seeking his advice, 
and he meant to give it, but only at 
a high price. Sokolo promised any 
amount. Then Muloga brought 
out a famished-looking white hen 
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and with a turn of his crooked fin- 
gers he twisted its neck. He laid 
the bird on a large stone at the 
back of the fireplace while the 
three clients drew close to watch 
the mysterious performance. Mu- 
loga split the fowl open from the 
neck down and began to dance and 
sing like a mad demon. “This, O 
King, is what I read inside the 
bowels and flesh and blood of the 
white hen, exclaimed Muloga. He 
who wishes to obtain more land 
can have it only from the white 
Masters who possess our country. 
The surest way to have a present 
from them is flattery and compli- 
ments and to be agreeable to them 
in everything. Listen now, king 
and counsellors, to the final words 
I read in the bowels of this white 
bird, for these are the solemn pre- 
scriptions of the Spirit-of-the- 
deep-fires-of-earth: You must get 


~ = . 
: ‘ an € 
2 oa ; : 4 
a «fod Z ‘ 
a 
, ae . 
: . Ve 4-3 
" “ag” 
- F 
. = 3 . ! 
. ~~ 5 . & a 
ane ~~. a ; 
; ‘ ca =. ” 
r - . 
. 4 =o ae % a { ont » rs nd 
gs of Wes = ’ ee a i 2 oh, os} 
< at ie i . = a 
‘ .. : : + ~ i 
, Y \ ‘ » § 
: a F 3 ine ' | 
a Or a ve R Ne 
a 
: | 
Z > ie Sle es G : Tae ghl ieee aoe ase Sy ; he Tele an ; oie sane) : & by 
ante aes ae ML Oe ada et ema ea BN rc eiae oi Ct a eo pe rena Soe 


hold of a 12-year old Christian boy 
born of Christian parents. Quickly 
stab him in the back. Then shave 
the hair on one side of your head, 
smear that clean part with half of 
the boy’s blood. Mix the remain- 
ing blood with an equal quantity 
of goat’s blood, and drink the 
whole mixture while it is. still 
warm. Finally, hide the corpse un- 
der your own bed until you can 
bury it. The last written signs 
make it clear to me that great 
events will follow as a sign from 
the other world.” 


“Master,” whispered Kitembo 
into Sokolo’s ear, “Let us not 
waste a minute. See, the children 
will come out of school presently. 
I know one who fulfills the condi- 
tions prescribed by Muloga.” 


At 11:30 a. m. the children leave 
school, and it is not at all unusual 
for parents or strangers to send the 
youngsters on errands. So this par- 
ticular day a man from the royal 
compound beckoned to Michael, 
the best child of the mission, a 
Christian son of good Christian 
parents. 


“Mikaeli,” said the sly minister, 
“go in the court grounds and say 
I sent you to take the King’s 
message.” Such a common-place 
request passes unnoticed by the 
children. 


Since the children are on their 
own until the evening meal, as the 
grown-ups are away in the fields 
at work, Michael was not missed 
until nightfall. His father began 
to organize a search when one of 
Michael’s schoolmates suddenly 
remembered seeing him run to the 
king’s compound for a message. 


Immediately Michael’s father 
and his friends went to the court to 
bring back Michael and ask for an 
explanation. No explanation was 
volunteered, and no lost boy an- 
swered his father’s call. The 
grounds were searched, and the 
party moved right into Sokolo’s 
private chamber. There the maim- 
ed body of the child was found, 
partially concealed by a few hand- 
fuls of sand and ashes and white 
feathers, now blood-stained. The 
unnerved murderer confessed his 
crime on the spot. 

The Provincial Police were call- 
ed and Sokolo, Fulani, Kitembo 
and Mukalita were transferred to 
the High Court of Justice in Ta- 
bora and sentenced to be hanged. 


At the request of the White 
Father in charge of the mission in 
that district the criminals were 
granted a respite of three months, 
during which time they learned a- 
bout our holy Faith. Gradually, as 
God’s merciful love drew them to 
Him, they loved Him in return, 
longed for His grace, and regretted 
the shameful crimes they had com- 
mitted. A short time before the 
day of their execution, the four of 
them were baptized with admira- 
ble dispositions of compunction 
and love of God. 

O King Sokolo, now you possess 
the object of your long and blind 
search; a great kingdom, but not 
the kind you sought at first in your 
ignorance of God. We are certain 
that Michael, your mild victim, in- 
terceded in your behalf when he 
attained the bliss, which unawares, 
you unveiled to him when you 


stabbed him to death. 
Sr. Marie Evie. 
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Some one is offering me a pack- 
age over our garden wall. It is a 
dirty and somewhat damp pack- 
age to be sure, and I discover that 
the one who hands it is a very tall 
Arab who stands on the back of a 
mule and tenders it to me at arm’s 
length. 

“Take this” he says, “take it 
quickly.” 

“But what is it!” 

“Never mind! Take it, I tell you; 
I don’t know what to do with it.” 

So I draw nearer, and then per- 
ceive the feet of a baby struggling 
in the folds of a few rags. 

“Take it, take it quickly, I am 
in a hurry.” 

It took more than a quarter of 
an hour to make this good man 
understand that things were not so 
lightly done and that it was neces- 
sary for us to have every means of 
identification in case we had need 
of them later on. 

At last he was persuaded to 
come to the office in the hospital; 
yet he came rather anxiously, he 
seemed to be afraid that we would 
refuse his child because she was 
suffering from a very serious dis- 
ease of the eyes. 

The tiny creature who seemed to 
do little more than barely exist 
looked as if she had no doubts but 
that we were discussing her fate. 
She seemed to ask: 

“Will you give me wings to fly 
to Heaven?” 
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_. © OVER THE GARDEN WALL 


At last all was arranged; the 
father had departed and the little 
one was settled among our other 
waifs and strays... And these, 
alas, were numerous enough in 
days of famine! 

But just before he left, instead 
of showing the least regret for hav- 
ing abandoned his child, the Arab 
stopped for a moment only to 
claim the miserable rags which had 
covered the tiny form already 
emaciated by suffering even at 
such a tender age. 

“I only want wings that I may 
fly to Heaven.” 

Despite every zealous care, 
Aicha was never able to make a 
complete recovery. Her mother had 
died soon after she was born and, 
neglected as she was for so long, 
the poor baby had suffered too 
much to stand a chance of ever be- 
coming healthy. 

For a time she seemed to gain 
strength, then relapsed, and we 
thought it unwise to defer Bap- 
tism any longer 

“Now you have given me wings 
at last; I can fly to Heaven.” 

And so it was, the little one who 
had been handed to me over the 
garden wall was chosen by God as 
one of His elect. 

She spread her wings and took 
flight towards her Heavenly home. 


Sr. Mary 
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On Returning to her Mission, 
which she left eight years ago, Sr. 
Mary Prisca received the visit of 
the Queen Mother of Ukerewe, 
who was happy to welcome Sister 
back again. Her son, Chief Mi- 
chael and his wife, one of Sister’s 
former students, also came to see 
her and took her to visit the many 
improvements that were made on 
this Island in Lake Victoria since 
she left. Despite the fact that 20 
new schools have been opened by 
the Missionaries on the Island, 
there are 1200 boys and girls at- 
tending the Central Mission school. 
The Catholic population has in- 
creased from 5,000 to 10,000. 
* * * 
The Teachers Training College 
at Hoima, Uganda, has a flourish- 
ing Legion of Mary Praesidium, 
with forty-one members. During 
vacation time, the meetings cannot 
take place, as the girls’ homes are 
many miles away from the Mis- 
sion, but they still do their Legion 
work, helping old and sick people, 
taking children to church, etc. Af- 
ter their vacation, they will give 
an account of the work they have 
accomplished. 
* * * 

Fifteen African Chiefs were pres- 
ent at the ordination of the first 
African priest of Maswa, Tanga- 


NEws 


nyika. Father Zachary Buluda, 
who belongs to the royal family of 
the Chiefdom of Itilima, was 
raised to the priesthood by Bishop 
Lauriano Rugambwa, African 
bishop of Rutabo, who came to 
Maswa for the big event. The 
large parish church at Sayusayu, 
which holds about 2000 people, 
could take only a fraction of the 
immense crowd. Singing, speeches, 
music and feasting continued all 
through the day. Then the young 
priest was escorted to his home 
parish of Kilulu, where the cele- 
bration, organized by the African 
rulers of the Chiefdom of Maswa, 
continued for three days. 


* * * 


The Welcome Medal of the Roy- 
al African Society was received by 
Dr. Atiman, now aged 90 who has 
devoted nearly all his life to the 
service of the Africans in Tanga- 
nyika. He was born in the Sudan 
and at the age of 10 was led into 
slavery from which he was ran- 
somed by Cardinal Lavigerie, 
Founder of the White Fathers and 
White Sisters. He was sent to Mal- 
ta to study medicine. When he had 
qualified as a doctor, he accompa- 
nied one of the first caravans of 
White Fathers into what was then 
darkest Africa. Since that day he 
has devoted himself entirely to the 
physical and spiritual needs of the 
people of Tanganyika. One of his 
sons is a Priest. 
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The Wonders of Creation 


BUILDING A HOUSE WITHOUT NAILS 
BRICKS OR WOOD 


When God created the world, 
He provided every country with 
all that was necessary for the sub- 
sistence of its inhabitants and en- 
dowed all races of people with the 
instinctive knowledge of how to 
develop natural resources. 

We cannot imagine anyone be- 
ginning to build a house without 
any stone or steel or wood or 


They are proud of their new home 


nails—but with just the bare 
earth at their disposal! Yet the 
earth of Navrongo (Northern Ter- 
ritories of the Gold Coast) pro- 
vides the necessary materials to 
build the prettiest little houses 
decorated in the most artistic 
fashion. Naturally, a knowledge 
of the various types of earth, and 
of the processes involved is need- 
ed to obtain the desired result. 
Yet the achievement of such won- 
derful work with the aid of mud 
alone and a little smooth stone is 
indeed a real art. p 
There are many kinds of ‘earth 
that can be used for building pur- 
poses. Each has its special name, 
and is to be found in a particular 
quarry. Let us first take the “ti 
ro”. This is the most common 
type and can be found in almost 
any place provided that it is now 
sandy. The little stones which are 
found in this earth only serve to 
make it more firm. The native 
adds a little water to the earth 
and mixes it partly with a spade 
and partly with his own two feet. 
He then puts a stick in the middle 
of the site which he has chosen. 
To this he ties a piece of string, 
and with this rough compass, 
traces out a circle on the ground. 
The moistened earth is now made 
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Off for a supply of water 


into balls about four inches in dia- 
meter. These are placed one on 
top of the other, following the out- 
line of the circle until they reach 
about a foot in height. This part 
of the building is left to dry for 
several days. The work is conti- 
nued in this manner until the de- 
sired height is obtained. When the 
walls are finished, the door is cut 
’ out. 

If there is sufficient time, and 
the necessary funds are available, 
bricks are made by putting the 
moistened earth into molds. Then 
the bricks are taken out and left 
to dry in the sun. 

The second type of earth is used 
for plastering the outer walls. 


This is called the “soro-munu,” a 
fine soil found in the “wira”. The 
quality is not the same everywhere 
and to obtain the best it is often 
necessary to go several miles just 
to fill a flat basket. More water 
is added to the earth than when 
making the “tiro”, and this time 
it is mixed by hand. When it be- 
gins to dry, it is moistened and 
polished for a long time with a 
smooth stone, until a very thick 
crust is formed. Those natives 
who are gifted with an artistic tal- 
ent draw designs on three sides of 
the brick as the fourth side fits in- 
to the wall space. 


The women go to the quarry to 
get “sore-songo” or red earth 
which they then pour gently into 
the mortar. This is crushed into 
fine dust with stones, and then 
put through a sieve. When this is 
done, they get some “kandezon- 
na”, black earth, which is pre- 
pared in just the same way as the 
red. When all this is done, the 
“sordingo” is moistened and then 
plastered over the wall by hand. 
Designs are now made with the 
black earth. These are usually 
composed of horizontal lines, dia- 
mond shapes and sword teeth. 
Then come vertical lines, oblique 
and then oval ones, etc. 


This work takes a long time as 
it has to be polished again and a- 
gain with the little stone which 
must be dipped in water each 
time that these intricate strokes 
are made. 

While the old grandmothers are 
doing everything they can to 
make the house beautiful, the 
men go out into the bush to find 
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materials for the roof. They climb 
into the trees and cut down 
branches of a certain length and 
girt. These they make into fag- 
gots and carry back to the build- 
ing on their heads. The branches 
are stripped of their bark and 
then laid across the walls to make 
a flat roof. Once again this is plas- 
tered with “tiro” but this time it 
is thrown hard against these sup- 
ports so that all the crevices are 
well filled. Then a little wall is 
built to serve as a parapet, this 
being plastered as before. 


The roof itself now remains to 
be built. For this “soro” is 
brought, a soil containing much 
iron, and it is spread over the 
whole surface. This is moistened 
and beaten as hard as possible 
with a big piece of wood which is 
flattened on one side and has a 
handle at one end. This work is 
carried out by bands of neighbors 
and friends. To make it water- 
proof, the bark of a certain shrub 
is boiled, and then the hut is 
sprayed with this precious liquid. 
By this process the building be- 
comes a bright red color, deepen- 
ing according to the quantity put 
on. 


We have now a shelter against 
the elements but the interior re- 
mains to be finished. The work- 
ers go in search of some “dora” a 
greyish colored earth which is 
fine in texture. But the dear 
grandmothers have not yet finish- 
ed with the “sore-songo” and the 
“kandezzonna.” Now they make 
real, black pictures with all kinds 
of designs in relief; crocodiles, ser- 
pents, lizards, etc. 

Navrongo has received another 
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natural blessing from God in its 
deposits of “doghs” of clay. After 
this has been purified by fire, it 
can be made into every conceiv- 
able shape by the clever fingers of 
the potter. In this way, the na- 
tives have all the vessels they 
need for cooking and eating food, 
carrying water, washing clothes, 
etc. Another clay called “Kunki- 
ois” can be used for making pot- 
tery, but will not hold water, so it 
is made into vessels in which to 
keep earth-nuts, seeds, etc. 


A third type, called “Kogha” is 
found in much deeper quarrries 
than those mentioned above. It 
can be used instead of salt in 
food, and if steeped in water, a 
bitter liquid is obtained, in which 
millet can be boiled. 


We have still to mention the 
boggy soil which is of great im- 
portance if you are setting out to 
make a garden. The part called 
“finfita” cannot be cultivated in 
the rainy season, while the “big- 
her” can be dug all the year 
round. 

Finally, even the marshy soil 
provides black dye used in mak- 
ing baskets and twine and reed 
mats. 

Our trust and faith in Divine 
Providence should be greatly 
strengthened when we see_all 
these proofs of the care of God for 
His little creatures. For us Mis- 
sionaries, it certainly is a further 
incentive to redouble our zealous 
efforts and labors for the salva- 
tion of these pagan souls, who, 
like ourselves, have been the price 
of Our Saviour’s Blood. 


Moruer Hitpa Mary, WS. 
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DURING THE FIRST HALF-YEAR OF 1955, 
58 WHITE SISTERS LEFT FOR AFRICA! 


On August 27th, Five more young American Sisters will present a 
similar joyous picture, as the one above, when they board the ship and 
leave New York for North Africa. 


THE FARE FOR EACH SISTER IS $195.00—(Plus Extras) 


Your contribution towards one Sister’s fare would bring you bene- 
fits for all eternity as you share in the prayers and sacrifices of the 
Sister you have helped! 


All Aboard ... for AFRICA ... and Souls! 


WHITE SISTERS, 319 MIDDLESEX AVE., METUCHEN, N.]J. 
Dear Sisters: 


Please accept my donation of $.......___.._.... towards a Sister’s 
fare to Africa. 


Name -__..... f 


Address 
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